1634-35] LE JEUNE'S RELATION, 1634 139

reserved for myself. ‘‘ You see,”” I said to them,
‘“that I love your language and that I must buy it
with this money, for if it is lacking no one will teach
me a word; you see if I have to have a glass of wa-
ter, I must go a long way to get it, or I must give a
bit of tobacco to a child to get it for me; you tell me
that tobacco satisfies hunger; if the famine which
now presses us continues, I wish [266] to experiment
with it, so leave me the little I have in reserve.”
It was impossible to resist their teasing, and I had
to draw out the last bit, not without astonishment
at seeing people so passionately fond of smoke.

On the sixth of the same month we broke camp
for the fifth time. I had a mishap at our departure,
for, instead of taking the right road, I started upon
another that had been well beaten down by our
hunters, and so I went some distance without per-
ceiving that I was lost. After a long stage, I ob-
served that the way divided into five or six others,
which led in several directions. So I was brought
to a standstill. There was a little child who had
followed me, and whom I did not dare to leave, for it
would at once begin to cry. I followed first one and
then another of these paths; and seeing that they
wound here and there, and that they were marked
by only one kind of snowshoe, I concluded that these
ways did not lead to the place where my Savages
were going to encamp. I did not know what to do
with the little boy; for, having found out our mis-
take, he did not dare [267] lose me out of his sight
without going into spasms; and besides, as he was
only about six years old, he could not keep up with
me as I increased my speed. I decided to leave him



